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Hard hat tour of Joint Health Sciences Center in Camden 
Officials get first look inside the first-of-its-kind joint venture 

Invitation to Cover/Photograph: 
 

Date:  April 22, 2019 
 
Time:  11:30 a.m.  
 
Attendees:  U.S. House of Representatives - NJ 1st District, Rep. Donald Norcross 
  Chief Executive Officer, Dana L. Redd  

Camden County Freeholder Director, Louis Cappelli, Jr.  
  Camden City Mayor, Frank Moran 
  Rowan University President – Ali Houshmand 
  Rutgers University–Camden Chancellor, Phoebe Haddon 
  
 
Location: Construction Trailer 5th and Stevens Street, Camden, 08102 
 
Visuals: County and other elected officials will be wearing hard hats on a tour of the 

Rowan University/Rutgers–Camden Joint Health Sciences Center. The site 
remains under construction and is set to open later this year. 

  



Details:           Federal, state, and local elected officials will join leaders from Camden’s higher 
education institutions on their first tour of the Joint Health Sciences Center 
(JHSC). Once complete, the 100,000 square-foot building will be used by Rowan 
University, Rutgers University–Camden, Camden County College, and Cooper 
Medical School of Rowan University (CMSRU) for research, education and 
training.  

  
                        Chief Executive Officer, Dana Redd, talked about the newest addition to the Eds 

and Meds corridor in the city. 
  
                        “We’re going to see some of the region’s best and brightest scientific minds 

flocking to the City of Camden when this project is completed,” Redd said. “The 
city will soon be synonymous with scientific and medical innovation. We expect 
this to make Camden one of the most sought-after research destinations in the 
state of New Jersey.”  

  
The $70 million, four-story building will include research laboratory space for 
Rowan University and Rutgers University-Camden, a simulation rooms for 
medical students at Cooper Medical School of Rowan University, instructional 
space and simulation labs for Camden County College, office space for the Board 
of Governors, a first-floor café, a rooftop terrace, and general-use multipurpose 
spaces. The tour will be the first time that officials have had the opportunity to see 
inside the facility since construction began in the fall of 2017. 
  
“This is the first facility of its kind, where multiple universities and institutions 
share one facility, ever to be built in New Jersey,” Redd continued. “By bringing 
together partners from across higher education, and leveraging available 
resources, we were able to bring Camden a state-of-the-art facility that’s going to 
provide new jobs to the city, additional job training and educational opportunities, 
and significant economic growth to the Eds and Meds corridor and all of the city.” 
  

                        The JHSC is based on the MESH Economy Model, which co-locates faculty and 
students from different academic disciplines in order to share facilities and 
equipment. By bringing these various institutions together, resources can be 
utilized with maximum efficiency to make this a definitive research footprint in 
South Jersey. Approximately two-thirds of the space will be dedicated to research, 
multi-purpose rooms and offices for biomedical research. 

  
                        The construction of the 100,000 square-foot building will generate approximately 

$72 million in economic impact in the City of Camden alone and $122 million 
statewide by the time the project is completed. Even more importantly, the 
education and training that will take place in the Center will prepare generations 
of area residents for meaningful careers in health care and biomedical research. 
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