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CAMDEN - The city's mass transit system has gained a new component - a shuttle
bus service intended for people drawn downtown by economic development
projects. The buses, emblazoned with the city's "Camden Rising" slogan, currently
run on a loop past downtown universities and Camden County facilities.
But that route could expand in the future to include a $1 billion, mixed-use complex
planned for the Waterfront, an office park now taking shape near Campbell Soup Co.
headquarters and other sites still in development. "The goal is to reduce, or at least,
contain the (downtown) traffic," said Kris Kolluri, who initiated the service as CEO of
the Rowan University-Rutgers Camden Board of Governors.
"We thought, 'Let's connect the employees, the parking, the restaurants and other
businesses to each other without clogging up the streets,'" said Kolluri, whose board
is developing a health sciences campus along an entire block of Broadway.
The buses aren't exactly public transportation, though.
The free ride’s available only to people affiliated
with the shuttle’s partners. This includes IDcarrying employees and students of Rowan,
Rutgers-Camden, Camden County College and
the Cooper Medical School at Rowan University,
as well as county workers and jurors at the
county courthouse.
The partners share a cost of about $300,000 a
year for the service, which is operated by the
South Jersey Transportation Authority.
"Our vision eventually is it will be an
employer/membership-driven service," said
Kolluri
The service on Monday introduced two buses
wrapped with images of city landmarks. Two
more buses are currently being covered with the
same images, Kolluri said.

The shuttle service, which began with unmarked buses in September, runs from 6 a.m. to 6
p.m. weekdays, excluding holidays.
On average, about 200 people ride the shuttle daily, said Kolluri. But he notedtridership
approached 580 riders Tuesday, reflecting a surge of jurors.
"This is a small but meaningful example of how collaboration can produce meaningful results," he
said.
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